Forest Areaz Lands Act, 1971

Ministry Of Law A:d Justice

The following law, eracted by Fis Mzjiesty Tire Mahendra Bir Bikram
Shah Dev on the advice and approval of the ..ational Panchayat, is published
for the information of the publiec.
Law No. 13 Of 2026 (1971-72)

(Royal Titles)

A Law Enacted To Mske arranvend rts Relatiag To Iands In Forest Areas

Preamble:=~

Wheroas it is expedient to make tircly arrangements regarding reclaiued
forest lands in Morang, Sunsari and Jhaps districts in order to maimtain po:ce
and tranquillity and insure the zconouic intirests of the common people,

Now thcrcfcre, His [laj: ety King Maherdra Bir Bilkram Shah Dev has
enactod this law on the advicc ord approval ¢f the National Panchayat.

1, Short Title, Extent ind Comrencouent

(1) T™his law may be called the Forcst Areas Lands Act, 1971

(2) It 3hall e orlcrced or forost lmds in the districts of Morang,
Sursari and Jhapa.

{3) It 3ha?l te anplia-ble to such: ferest lands with effsct from
sucit dates as sV he rrescribed ty His Majesty's Govermment ty
notificagion in the lewval Gazotic

2+ Definitions
In this ict, unlcss othervise moant with referernce to the subject

or contoxt,

(a) Forest Area means areas where forusts have been clezrcd and
which havo bacn reclaimed and sastlod under authority obtained according
t0 law,

(b) Lardowner means the person in whcse rame lands have been regiuw.red,
or who has the right to have lands registered in his rame , according to
Nepal law.
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(e) Cultivstor means a person whe heg settl-2 down on lands situataq
in forest areas and is cultivatinz such lr1ds through his own laber or
the labor of his family.

(d) Prescrited or as Frescribed rivars prescribzd or as prescribed
in the rmulIss francd under this ict,

Title Of Landow: “rs To Lings

(1) A1 ri:hts and titles of amr landown:r to lands within forsst
areas where this Act has come into Foree ghall lapse, in case such lands
have not boen cultivatad by him perscrally, and are instead cultivatod
through ienantge

(2) Irrusicctive of whoiior vyr cocicdon had already been taken to
allot lands within Torest arcas to any orreon until the commencement of
this Act, no ruch iands shell be obizim d by or registered in his name
according to such ‘ecision aftsr the commencemnt of this Act, unlsss
othurwiso explicitly provided icr in this Act.

(3) Londowrsrs vhose title to lan's hag lapsed undsr Sub=-Soctiaon
(1) shall b onid commeication not cxcecding S5 t mos the amount of the
land tex pcyailc ther on,
Provided that:-

Ho ccru.nsation suall ™ snid for any lend which has not already
been raglst.r:d-in accordrncs with carriut Nep2l law,

&) T arcunt of compensation seyable to landowners under Sub=-3cciicn

(3) sh2ll be chbtained from ths proscribed office or agency in the proscriz.d
ma.nng.r.

Sale Snd Distrihution Of Lads

{1) Leruz uithia forest arces where this Act has come into force
shall bo sold by the prescribcd authority to poassants who have scttled
down thire aad wko heve beon cultivating such lands for at least ore .
year past, et the rate of a maximuw of L bighas each, with duc consideretin
to the sizc cf the family of each prasant.

(2) Lance 1ofy ovor after sale or Jistribution under Sub-Section (1)
shall bec sold or distrituted by the prescribed authority to the prescribri
rersors at the prescribed price and in the prascrited manrer,
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5. Registration Of Lands

(1) Tho prescribed authority shall rcgister lands, which have bcon
distributcd wnder Sscticn L, in the nawe of nersons to whom thesc have
been sold and in the prescribed manncr; and forward a certificd copy of
such registcr to thoe approprizte R.vonue Office or to the Land Administr-ticn
Cffice in arces where thoro is no Bovonue Office.

(2) On reeeipt of the certificd copy of the register under Suvb-Secticn
(1), the appropriato Rovenuww Office or the Land Administrition Office shall
register such lands in the nane of the allott:es in the capacity of land-
oWncrs .

6. Conditions To Be Fulfill:d By Allotteas

Every person who obtains lands wilar Soction L eghall comply with thu
following conditiong:-

(a) He shall pay the stipulated price of the land in a lump sum or
in installments in cash at the prescribed time and at the prescribed officc.

Provided that:-

This provision shall not be doum d £+ hve affected the rizht of 2wy
person to pay the amount duc from him in Zull or irn ome or more install "rig
before the stipulated time-limit,

(b) Until he has repaid the full orice of lands obtained by him under
Section L, hc shall not relinquish posscssion th raof throuzh sale, gift,
donation, or othcrwisc, or mortrage it tc any person other than the
Agricultural Lcvelcpm.nt Bank or any ctiwr institivion which supplics
crcdit to pcasants and has besn esbablished according to law, cor to the
prescribed administration.

(e¢) Thc land tax payable on such laad according to current Nepel
law ghall te paid from tho year in wiich it is revistered.

7. Power To Ldopt The Procodurcs And EBsoreisa Tha Puwers Of & Special Court

In relation to cases arising in the covrse of actions taker undor
this Act, thz priscribed authority chall adopt the procedure and excreiso
tho powers ao provided for in the 1955 Nup.l Smecial Cowrt Acte

8. Penaltias

(1) In case any orrson obtains la=ds on the basis of false particulars,
or contravencs any of the provisions ¢f Sectien 6, the prescriced aviheritr
may coniiscate the lands obtained by him and forfoiv the amount paid by hin
while obtsining such lands.
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(2) In cowo any person crest.s my obstruction in the course of acty
being taken under this Act, thc prescribed authority may punish him with -
a fino not cxcoeding Rs 1,000.00, or with imprisonm-nt for a term not
excecding 1 yvar or with both.

9. Complaints Or /ppeals Not To Bo Emtcrtained

No suit, ccmplalint or ap;e=2l filed agrinst any action or docision
taken by thc prescribed authority under this Act or the rules franed
horounder shall be entortaincd.

Provided that:

His Majcsty's Government may have any such decision of tho prescribg
authority rcviowed, if any complaint is filcd there against.

10.,Power To Framc Rulcs

His Majosty's Govermmcnt may framc rulcs for the purpose of implementing
the objoctives of this Act,

ll. Savi_ng

In mattors provided for in this Act and the rulee fram:d hurcunder,
action shall bc taken accordingly and in ~ntheor matters action shall be
taken in accordance with current Nepal 1m;.

Royal Spal affixed on
Ashwin 6, 2028 By Ordoar,
(septembcr 22, 1971)
Chudamani Faj Singh iMalla
Seccretary to HMG.
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